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years. Lots of characters from all over the world took a brave i

chance. They came here to discover gold, start a new business,
escape their own past or find work to support their family. At Yy
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reach here until 1947. Life was rough but never boring. '

. . From Arthur Carlson
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On Sunday, July 27, the West Red Lake Mining Museum is hosting a tour. Volunteers will be at six sites at
the West End. They will share their knowledge about these locations, some stories and show you what
remains on the site. Then visit our little museum, listen to some local music, enter a draw for prospector
gear, listen to more stories and add your own.

You will need your own boat, so outfit yourself with a good Red Lake map available at local marinas and

our pamphlet showing the sites. Bring your snacks and lunch and maybe a chair. This is a casual outing
organized by volunteers. For more information, check out our website www.westredlakemuseum.ca , call
Enid at (807 -727-0321) or look for Brian Kreviazuk around town.
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Paul Malegus - Regional Resident Geologist Red Lake & Kenora

Gold was initially discovered in 1920 at Mount Jamie in the Ball
assemblage. The Ball assemblage (2.94 -2.92 billion years old) is primarily
composed of calc -alkalic volcanic rocks, sedimentary rocks, and marble
that also include ancient stromatolites. In the west end of Red Lake, there
are five main properties: Cole, Frontier, Mount Jamie, Rowan and Red
Crest (Red Summit). Despite over a century of exploration, only two of
these properties ever produced gold: Red Crest yielded 277 ounces of gold
between 1935 -1936 and Mount Jamie produced 377 ounces of gold in
1976. This highlights the significant challenges in bringing a discovery into
production. Explorers and potential producers must not only find

sufficient gold to make the venture economically viable, but they must

also navigate the many environmental and regulatory steps required to
open a mine in the modern era. These steps ensure that mine sites can
eventually be restored for use by the public again in the future.

With the advent of new technologies, there is a growing demand for
critical minerals in Canada, and some of these minerals can be found
alongside gold. For instance, at the Cole property, it is common to find
Scheelite, a tungsten mineral, in association with the gold. This provides
an opportunity for gold explorers and producers can find added value at
gold properties that would have been overlooked in the past. New
exploration and mining techniques allow companies to reevaluate gold
properties, potentially combining multiple properties into one project, or
using geophysics and 3D modelling. An example of this approach is West
Red Lake Gold Mines Ltd., which is exploring Mount Jamie, Rowan and
Red Crest, as they are all along the same trend. These properties could
potentially all be mined together as an open pit or underground - the
possibilities are endless!

Arthur Carlson and partner drilling

by hand steel on Bridgette Lake
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Miners at May Spiers Mine

Lake Rowan Headframe
Who among us climbed to the top?



4 KC" , TXRBEHEMIUNTSMGDR" / ND" ' HQNM#

Dale Lammi, Ball Township

There were four old guys sitting around the campfire before the mosquitoes
hatched, the fifth old bald guy put another chunk of wood on the fire. Stars were
out in the clear night sky. It was the best time of year to be at the lake, before the
bugs, the ice was gone, and the opening of fishing season was days away. Okay, he
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the west end of Red Lake, Ontario?
They told the old bald guy it could have been most anyone, eh? After all, a
hundred years ago, there were more people out here working at multiple mine
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Laughter from old guys helps lower blood pressure better than medicine.
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and on the south side of the soapstone rock with all the prospector names on it,
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to a guy named Parrott, took off his clothes and went into the icy waters and got
all his stuff and his sled out of the channel and back onto the ice, got dressed and

from Biron Bay

continued heading north.
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was, eh, even though they had a pretty good one. | gave more
hints. He was a prospector, born in Quebec (1890), died in B.C.
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came together. The strong and determined man was Joe Biron,
and Biron Bay is named after him, a physically fit, liked eating
the right food and fruit, a hardworking, strong and determined
man. The fire died down, and the old guys in the bush went to
their beds to sleep and tell stories another day.
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Arthur Carlson Sr and John Richthammer, Jr.

In 1926, Gus Dupont (along -time area prospector, hunter and trapper) was
representing some people from Toronto and staked claims for them where the
Cole Gold Mine is now. Everyone wanted ground in Pipestone. Gus staked up
from the lake, cut lines in the bush - did the staking the proper way.

John Y Cole, Jr. had staked the same spot. He put the number one post in the
northeast corner which was the most important and went right to the mining
recorder. Both Gus and Cole wanted it and there was a big lawsuit. The case
was heard in the Supreme Court of Canada and the land was awarded to Cole at
a legal cost of $100,000.
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When | was working at the mine, | saw where John always had dynamite along

the shore and lines all over. They were always afraid Gus Dupont was going to

come over and get even with him. J. Y. showed me a half stick of dynamite
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