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All Quiet on the Western Front 

West End in 1924 
One hundred years ago, the Keesic/Kejick family lived on the north 

end of Pipestone Bay and John Paishk’s family lived at West 

Narrows.  As members of the Lac Seul band, they stayed in their 

home area.  In winter they trapped and traded their furs at the 

Hudson’s Bay Company at Post Narrows.  In summer, they fished on 

Knox and Paishk.  In August they picked wild rice on Prairie Lake.  

In the fall, they speared fish at Pipestone Narrows.  They carved their 

pipes with the soapstone they found there.   

Frank Paishk’s cabin at West Narrows.   

He lived and trapped from here until 1978. 
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Hang on to your hats boys 

the Red Lake Gold Rush is about to begin 

Geologists predict that producing 
mines will take years  

Toronto Star 1926 
One hundred years ago, Dr. E.L. Bruce published The 
Geology of the Basin of Red Lake and started the Red 

Lake Gold Rush of 1925-26.  6000 claims were staked, 

but only about 50 properties were actively examined.  

Since then, we have lived in the Red Lake Gold Camp.  

Exploration continues.  New mines are still possible.   

We owe our living to those who blazed the trail. 

Jim Paishk carving a pipe from 

soapstone found at the West End 

He worked at Bow Narrows 

Camp during the 1960’s and 70’s. 

Arthur Carlson travelling by dog sled 
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2025 will mark 100 Years of Mining 



Bill Stupack, The last Permanent Resident       

The Narrows by Dan Baughman 
West Narrows, Phillips Channel and Pipestone Narrows are 
the intersection of two important river systems -- Gammon 
River through Trout Bay and Bloodvein River out of 
Pipestone Bay. It was a choice camping and settlement 
location for First Nations for the past 5,000 years, including 
the Anishinaabe people that are here today. 

These water routes connect to the English River downstream. 
The whole system was the major trade route linking eastern 
and western Canada and was vital to the fur trade when the 
Hudson Bay Company and North West Company were 
booming in the 1700s and 1800s. 

The Red Lake Gold Rush happened in 1926 and mines were 
made in Pipestone, Trout and Middle Bays as well as Phillips 
Channel and, a little downstream, Golden Arm. 

Today the narrows are travelled by hundreds of anglers, 
hunters and sightseers plus people with summer cabins 
along the waterway.   

In a way, not much has changed in the past 5,000 years. 

Geologists Blaze the Trail by John Frostiak 
In 1883, Dr. Robert Bell of the Geological Survey of Canada 

led a party north from Lake Superior via the Kaministiquia 

River,  Lac de Mille Lac, eventually reaching the  Red Lake 

District. This survey represented the first mapping of the rock 

outcrops exposed along the waterways in the area. In 1893 Dr. 

D. B. Dowling and an assistant travelled north from Rat 

Portage (Kenora) eventually reaching Red Lake.  Dr. 

Dowling’s party thoroughly checked the district from Lac Seul 

as far north as the Berens River. Many of the  geological 

contacts, he mapped yielded mineral discoveries. The iron 

formation at Bruce Lake was one of Dowling’s discoveries. 

The maps produced by Dowling were the only maps of the 

region available until 1924. The contacts identified by Dowling 

contained in his report issued in 1884 became targets for the early prospectors. From that time the search for 

minerals in the region accelerated.  

Dr. Dowling carved his initials in the soapstone outcrop at Pipestone Narrows.  Soapstone is relatively soft 

and can be carved or shaped for use. In 1897 the first recorded discovery of visible gold in quartz veins was 

made by R.J. Gilbert just inland from the western shore of Slate Bay. 

Many prospectors who came to Red Lake had participated in the rushes in Cobalt and Porcupine districts. 

These parties would be grubstaked by individuals and or syndicates of investors who hoped to capitalize on 

discoveries made by the prospectors. The prospectors were hardy individuals accustomed to the harsh 

environment and climate of the region. In 1925, Lorne Howey made  the first significant gold discovery that 

was eventually developed into Howey Mine. This discovery was followed by many others at the east end of 

Red Lake as well several located in the west end of Red Lake in the vicinity of Pipestone Bay. 

In 1893, Dr. D. B. Dowling mapped 

from Lac Seul to the Berens, stopping 

at Pipestone Narrows 

Local kids exploring Pipestone Narrows 

Keep in mind that the water level was 

raised when Snowshoe Dam was built. 



Fishing Report by Jesse Clayfield 
This winter, I was 
jigging for whitefish 
with a spoon and Mr. 
Twister, but it was 
hard not to catch a 
lake trout, some 
stocked, some marked 
and many unmarked.  
Natural reproduction 
is back.  I caught and, 
of course, released 
lake trout 18” to 
37.5”.   

I think smelt are 
present in great numbers.  They were introduced probably in the 
1960’s when smelt fishing further south was popular and people cleaned their buckets full of 
spawn in the lake.   

Small mouth bass were caught at the West End 20 years ago but for the last 2 or 3 years their 
population has been booming, especially in Pipestone Bay and Golden Arm.  Time to add them to 
your recipe books.   

Bill Stupack, The last Permanent Resident       
by Ron Bell 
As was typical of southern Manitoba farmers, Bill came to NW 
Ontario to earn money in the winter season, where he hand-hewed 
railway ties.  One of his first jobs was preparing overnight camping 
for the horse and sleigh teams freighting from the railhead to the Red 
Lake gold rush.   

Once at the West End, he and his partners (Fritz Weston, Otto May 
and Sol Wigle) went trapping in the Knox Lake region.  Becoming 
interested in prospecting, Bill spent the rest of his life doing just that 
in the summer season with his own diamond drill while trapping in 
the winters in the Prairie - Crystal lakes area.  He often worked on 
surface for Cochenour-Willans on their West End properties.   

Post World War II, he decided to go into the fishing and hunting 
tourist business with his old moose and deer hunting buddy, Arthur 
Carlson.  However, Bill wanted to include a third partner in the 
enterprise, Hans Stagmeuler.  Sensing that there would not be enough 
income to feed 3 families, Arthur withdrew and established his own 
camp on Douglas Lake.  Bill started Bow Narrows Camp which he 
ran until the early ‘60s, selling to Don Baughman.  

While trapping at N. Prairie Lake in 1986, Bill suffered a severe 
stroke on his trapline.  His partner,  Joe Hodgson used the then 
wonderful C.B. radio to call for a helicopter.  Bill was flown to the 
hospital in Red Lake.  He died in 1988 and his ashes were put in a 
headstone on his beloved Crystal Lake with a suitably engraved 
copper plaque.  

Bill Stupack arrived in 1926 

and lived on Trout Bay for 60 

years.  His home still stands 

and is part of our tour.  

There are fish everywhere! 

It’s crazy, Jesse Clayfield 

Jumbo whitefish, bright yellow walleye, 

huge trout, all caught at the West End. 



Be part of the Action 
• Visit the West red lake mining museum 

• The July exhibit will feature prospector, Gus Dupont.   

• Open year round, accessible by boat, plane, snowmachine. 

• Download and print the tour from our website. 

• Take the 24 point tour of the West End of Red Lake. 

• Help keep our history alive.  Keep it tidy, help with 

maintenance, explore more sites, contribute pictures, old 

and new, and write articles for web and the newsletter. 
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www.westredlakemuseum.ca    

www.facebook.com/WestRedLakeMiningMuseum 

enid@redlaker.ca  (807)727-0321 

This cabin was built around 1928 by 

Johnny Drawson, a carpenter and 

bootlegger.  He also had rooms 

upstairs for rent and stories exist of 

women for rent as well.   It hosted 

many parties and card games back in 

the 1930’s.  As a place to meet, it 

welcomed many characters to the 

West End. 

The cabin became a part of Bow 

Narrows Camp. Then in 2005, local 

History buffs made a plan to move it, 

log by log, to Bill Brown’s place in 

Trout Bay.  It took many volunteers 

with muscles and passion to 

accomplish.   

Today, the little cabin continues to 

welcome  characters to the West End 

and tell it’s story. 
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Download the West End tour from our website   


